FMBug 87 March 2026 Event Summary
FMBug 87 – FileMaker Discussions (March 9, 2026)
Date: 2026‑03‑09
Time: 18:46 – 22:07 (UK)
Participants: ~30 attendees including Jul Carson, Gary Palmer, John Renfrew, Carl Henshall, Ian Jempson, Kate Waldhauser, Stathis Askaridis and others.
Type: Community technical meeting / presentation series
Executive Summary
The March 2026 FMBug session delivered a dense set of technical and AI‑related presentations for the FileMaker developer community .
Key topics included:
· Webhooks in FileMaker 22: John Renfrew and Carl Henshall explained implementation, troubleshooting, and best‑practice patterns for new data‑level triggers.
· Platform News: Gary Palmer reported on FileMaker Server 22.04 fixes for macOS Tahoe compatibility and security vulnerabilities, plus tool updates such as Inspector Pro and Elemental SVG/Theme Editor.
· AI Integrations:
· Ian Jempson demonstrated using Claude and Claris MCP for automated reporting, dashboards, and PowerPoint generation from FileMaker data.
· Kate Waldhauser unpacked Claude’s 2026 Constitution and Anthropic’s ethical standoff with the U.S. Department of War, highlighting implications for developers embedding AI.
· Stathis Askaridis showcased “vibe coding” — AI‑generated web UIs connected to FileMaker via his FMJS driver.
· Community Updates: Douglas Wallis announced a survey for Claris Engage 2027; several attendees shared new open‑source tools and product previews.
The meeting emphasized practical experimentation with AI while maintaining ethical and technical awareness.
Recordings are due to be uploaded to YouTube by mid‑week, and slides and links posted on the FMBug website when Jul gets them.
Purpose of Meeting
Monthly FMBug community session to share FileMaker 22 technical advances, AI integration techniques, and ecosystem news.
Key Topics Discussed
1. FileMaker 22 Webhooks (John Renfrew & Carl Henshall)
· Introduced server‑side webhooks enabling record‑level POST‑commit triggers without opening files.
· Explained OData filters/selects, debouncing, and payload structure.
· Carl described using AutoFMS to sync data between central and remote servers, lessons on error logging, and scripting webhook creation/deletion.
· Best practices: escape field IDs, monitor pending actions, avoid excessive triggers, and use modification counts to reduce noise.
2. Platform & Security News (Gary Palmer)
· Compatibility: macOS/iPadOS Tahoe windowing issues fixed in v22.04.
· Security: Apache Commons Text and WebKit vulnerabilities patched in 22.04 / 21.17.
· Tools: Compared FM Perception, Base Elements, and fm Perception alternatives; highlighted Inspector Pro as a free must‑have.
· Community: Douglas Wallis’s Claris Engage 2027 survey; Daniel Wood’s new Elemental SVG and Theme Editor utilities.
3. AI and FileMaker Integration (Ian Jempson)
· Demonstrated Claris MCP + Claude workflows: generating meeting agendas, dashboards, and branded slide decks directly from FileMaker data.
· Discussed context‑window limits (200 K tokens) and proposed exporting data to disk to conserve context.
· Showed creation of reusable “Claude Skills” for standardized analytics and reporting.
4. Claude’s Constitution & Anthropic Ethics (Kate Waldhauser)
· Explained the 20 000‑word 2026 Constitution emphasizing virtue ethics and trusted hierarchies (Anthropic → Operator → User).
· Highlighted hard constraints (no bioweapons, CSAM, or autonomous lethal systems).
· Reviewed Anthropic’s $200 M DoD contract dispute and lawsuit over “supply‑chain risk” designation; contrasted OpenAI’s acceptance of the contract.
· Takeaways for developers: treat system prompts as governance tools, understand vendor ethics as business risk.


5. AI Vibe Coding & FMJS Driver Demo (Stathis Askaridis)
· Showed generating full React/TypeScript UIs via Claude/Figma Make and connecting them to FileMaker through his FMJS driver JavaScript API.
· Demonstrated error logging with Sentry and discussed future MCP‑server orchestration.
· Advocated experimenting with AI‑assisted UI generation to stay ahead of industry change.
